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HEV. J. EHKST BIHKNER 



DEDICATION 



J^ his souvenir is ^T-atefally and nffectioTiately tledicated to the 

memory of the pioneers of 

St, Jijhn's Evangelical ChurcH, of CrestOTi, Iowa, 

and to their descendants 

who are faithfully Ivihoriii^ to perpetuate 

the "'Faith of the Fathers." 

THE COMMITTEE 

Wm. EiftmaetH CVVf^'s. Freda Galshou^ 

iT?fli.'. J. Ernst ^Birhmr^ H. J. ^Sifkner^ 



'1 have considered the day a of old, tlie years of former times/' 

Psalm 77:-5. 

"0 come, let \is worship^ and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our 

maker. For he is our God ; and we are the people of His pasture, 

and the sheep of His Viand. Today, oh thitt you would 

hear His voice." — Psalm fl5: 6-7. 




ST. JOHN'S EVAN(;EiHCAL CHUbCH 



"Praise ye the Lord; give thanks unto the Lord; 

for He is good; for His mercy endureth 

forever:" — Psalm 106-1. 

"I wti3 jj^iad when they said unto me, let us go 
into the house of the Lord." — Psalm 122^L 



TKe St. John's Evangelical ChurcK 



OF CRESTON, IOWA 



HISTORICAL SKETCH 

Looking back over the past fifty years of our chureli we nre deeply 
impressed hv the courage shown and the faith of our forefathers, who, n'lt 
being wealthy, undertook to estabhah, build and maintain a church where 
they might worship God in their accustomed manner. We also are moveil 
to give thanks to God who has crowned our fathers feeble enterprise with 
unmerited success,, for the ffrace and longsufferin£: with which Tie has sus- 
tained, comforted and strcngth^^ned our faith though we often have been 
ungrateful t*nd negligent to hear Hi a voice and walk in His ways. We 
therefore bow our heads in humiliation on this fiftieth anniversary and 
confess : Not unto us, O Jehovah, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
loving kindnes^s, and for thy truth's flake. 

On February 4th, 1878 under the leadership of Rev. C. F. W. Brandt 
of the Missouri Svnod nine families adopted the first constitution. They 
wpre: Adolf Dunst, Carl Pet^nick, Wm, Hat^edorn, Albert Punat, Michael 
Elftmann, Cai'l Vettevicli, Gustav Len?., Wm. Strey, Carl Fischer. The 
congregation was then known as: St. John's German Evanj^elical Luth- 
eran Church L\ A. C. This .small but energetic congreiration provided for 
the erection of a churt^h building, which was dedicated to service August 
11th, 1878. 

It, however, soon became evident that under the prevailing eircum- 
stanees no progress could be made. On April 2L 1879 this first org-anisa- 
tion dissolved, the members withdrawing their names from the first con- 
stitution, and With the assistance of Rev. Kirchlioff of Burlington, a mem- 
her of the Evangelical Synod of North America re-organized and adopted 
a new constitution, changing the name <jf the congregation to: ST. JOHN'S 
German EVANGELICAL CHURCH, under which name it has been knowri 
ever since, Scvunteen families signed this new instrument, they were: 
Adolf Dunst, Wm Hagedorn. Ou.stav Lenz, Adolf Pontow, Gustav Ell, Wm. 
Strey Albert Dunst, Henrv Kientop, Michael Elftmann, John Kurzahls, 
Chas,' Hagedorn, Carl Fet7.nkk. Henry Detering, Ferd. Ohlschlager, John 
Freytag, Albert Jandrey, Henry Heessel. These chose as their first pre^j- 
ideiit, Henry Detering, who has since been a member of the church count'il 
as secretary for some years, but mostly as the appointetl leader. 

On Siiptember 23. 1379 the first parsonage with an adjoining school- 
room wciii built and the congregation called Rev. C. J. Peters as their first 
resident pastor. Rev. Peters took charge on November 9, 187S. 

On March 2nd, 1S80 a Ladiea Aid was organized with 18 meml>erEi. 
-which societv has been a blessing to the congregation. They at once set 
to work to purchase a reed organ for the church to improve the singing. 
This organ was dedicated to service in October of the same year. When 
on February 19, 1882 the erection of a separatf^ School w^as undertaken thr> 
L. A. bought the lot adjoining to the South for the sum of S250,00, A build- 
ing 20k28 was then dedicated to the im^triJCtion of the coming generation 
in the faith of the fathers and the prorogation of the German language 
April l(i, 18S2. The old school room given to the parsonage. 

Having worked faithfully ^ind successfully in building up the congre- 
gation Rev. Peters resigned at the beginning of 1SS^'> and was succeeded 
by Rev. F. C. Krueger. 



FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR 



Li i^^H the chuix'h was ]'ebuiit, the present Lower with the iriviUiii'jf. 
l)ell beinj? added to it as also the piilpit-nkhe and a p;:a]l'L;ry, mftku:ig the edi- 
fice much more commodious and eoiivenlent. In January 1SS9 Rev. Krue- 
ger re^i^ned and the coiif^rrftj^atioii fixtencted a t-all tn Kev. F. Rasche whn 
t(H)k fhai'gt' of t]i6 orfk'c in April of the same yt^'dv. 




REV. C, J, PETERS 
1ST* - IS6S 



In lSd(] the parsonag:e was remodeled and a second story added there- 
to. The Sunday SchooJ Society, consisting of teachers and friends of the 
Sunday SthooJ w&.h organi^ied and has becoane a boon to the Sunday School 
ever since, in the fall of 1891 a Youn^j Peoples Society wha or^janiaed with 
21 members. 

In 1835 Rev. Rasche followed a call fi'om some other congregation anrl 
was succeeded in the work here by Rev. P. Speidel who took over thit^. work 
in May. In the following year 1896 a new reed organ waij installed in the 
church and the old instrument turned over to the st'hooL On January 
1S9S Rev, A, Koehler took char^fe of the congregation for the next five 
years. He was then followed by Rev. Fhillipp Blaufuss. 



ST. JOJIN'S EVANGELICAL CHUE.CH 



On October 11, 1903 the church celebrated its 25tb anniversary, at 
whidh timy the new and most comfortable seatft were for the fir&t time fill- 
ed to capacity. In 1907 fi new and mwkrn build iny wa.^ erected in plact? 
of the old parsonage, whicli was sold iirid removed from the place East of 





RBV. F, C. KHIlKiiEH 



lUiV. F. KA3CHE 
tHH4 - IHiia 



the chuj'fh and the Bchool moved there. The new parsonage ere<;ted m 
ibft hithei'tt-j ^thool-lot at a cost of S3557.00 to which the Ladies Aid con- 
tributed £il6:^6.46 and the Sunday School Society $80.00. It was dedicated 
September 27 of the aame year. 





. A. KOEIILF.K 



April 21, 1912 another attempt was made to Interest the younger set 
hi orgcinhmg n Young Ptnyples Society, It had at the t^tart M members 
and was active till 1916. In 1^15 Rev. Blaufus.'i, after long and fa]thfs.n 
service, resii^ned and the present incumbant of the paBtorage was elected 
to stK'ceed him. 



FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY SOLiVENlE 



Rev, J. Ernst Eirkner came here in July 1915. In tlie annual meeting 
of January l&lfi it was voted to have Enj^lisb services once a month in the 
eveniniy;. In the same year the paving of the street \vm aeeomplished nt 
a cost of £890, to which the Ladies Aid and the Sewinjf Circle raised the 
funds. 

In 1910 a furnace was instailed and the old stove r<5le^ated to the 
school, The EV(ingelical Guild (formerly Sewing Circle) presented the 
church with a good piano aa a Christmas ^'■it't. 

In 1921 the duplex envelope system was introduced which since then 
hats gained favor more and more, In 1022 the oonyireg'ation extended the 
right of votinif and recognition as full members to all those that have been 
confirmed in this church and have reached the leijal aife of 21 yearSn 

1925. In the raeetin^^ held in (October it was resolved that heretiftev 
every second Sunday the Engflish language be used in the morning- service. 




REV, PHIMJl' BLAUFuaS 
1903 • 191a 

1927. The old constitution wai^ revised and printed In the English lan- 
guage. And now after being served by ministers of the Evangelical Synod 
of North America,, the congreg:ation voted to enter into closer bonds with 
this body by sending a representative to the annual district conference. 
In a special service in August the pre.sident of the Iowa district formally 
received and pledged the eon^fresfation as a member of the district and th^a 
Synod, iVIay thia union turn out a blessing to both the congregation and 
the Synod. 

St. John's Evangelical Church has at the present time 05 adult votin;^ 
membet^s and some 30 junior members. Its regular annual budget totals 
between $1400 and 51500. Within the past fifty years it has contributed 
to the synodical budget and charities S8800.00 of which sum. more than a 
half was raised within the last thirteen years. 

648 children and adults received the holy sacrament of Baptism; 320 
were confirmed in the christian faith; 185 couple .ioined into holy wedlock; 
6S95 received holy communion ; and SOO were laid to rest. 

May the bbssing of the Father I'einain with His people, and the peace 
of Christ, our Lord, rule in out hearts, and the power of the Holy .Spirit 
sanctifv and streng'then and preserve us in all good works to everlasting 
life. 
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INTEBIOB t>F CHURCH, 1*£B 



ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL CHURCH 



Oui" present pastor, Kev. J. ErnM- Birkner, arrived in Creston witri 
his family to take charge of his work, July 1915 and h&s been a faithful 
an(l loyal workei'. 

Thi'Qug-h h]s efforts and the untirinir efforts of his family. isev*iral 
Younj? Teoples Societies have b-eeii organized and today are active and n)(Mi 
lielpl'ul organ i:^atiorjs, and, as the future welfare of our congregation de- 
pends yreatly on the youni?er ireneratioii, this has been indeed a great 
achievement- 

The ecngregation eonaiders it an honor in the fact that the fir^iit 
young man entering the ministry from this eong-regation, is Siegfried 
Eirkner, youngest sun of Rev. and Mrs, Birkner. The entire conjfregation 
wishes Siegfried success in his chosen work. 



CHURCH COUNCIL 

Orji-aniaation : Rev, J. Ernst Birkner, Pastor; HeniT Detering. Pre^-^- 
ident^ Carl Gehrecko, Vice Pi'esident; Wm, EUlmann, Secretary; Georgo 
Herbel, Treasurer; Will Heessel, Peter Orth, Mr. Oi'th is not included ir* 
the yroup shown here as he wais called to the bedside of a sick friend when 
this picture was taken. 




W|t- ELPTMANN, CARL (iKHftECKE. WILL HKE3BEL, HENKV DETBBINfi, 
(i£OR<;E RFHUEL, HEV. J. ERNST D1RKNEU. 



FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY SOUVENlF. 
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HENRY DETERim; 

Mr. Heni-y Detering came to Creslon in 1377, In the year 137S he- J 

associated himself with the St. John's Evangelical church and took an ' 

active part in church and Sunday school wru'k, actiny; aw Superintendent 
of the Siindlay school since the oriranization of the school, until about 1916 
when he was relieved of thia work by the yonnjrer people^ 

Mr. Detering has held office since the foundation of 3t. John's Evan- 
gelical church, in 1878. Most of this time he has served as president^ 
rendering the best of service. When we consider fifty years of church 
work we can imagine th^t thinj^-a have not always been smooth, but that 
there were many obstacles and ehfficulties to overcome. In July 1926 the 
congregation confered upon him the title and degree of "Honorary Presi- 
dent" thereby in no way abridging his ri^ht as active president. In 1928+ 
our fiftieth anniversary year, we find him still active president, and th<i 
congregation feels grateful to him for rendering the church many long 
years of faithful service. 

He is one of the fou]- charter menribers that .^till survive, out of the 
Eeventeen that organized the church. The other three charter members 
that are still active and live in Creston at this time are Gustav Lenz^ Carl 
Fischer and Albert Jandrey, 
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THE LADIES AID SOCIETY 

(Frauen-Verein) 

On March 2, ISSO the Ladies Aid was oi-gaiiiaed with 13 ni.embers. In 
the course ol' time the nuinher of members has experienced great changes, 
but the womanly s:i>irit of aid and service has never been lacking'. The 
society now counts fifty members. The language used in their meetings ia 
still the old, good German. The Ladies Aid has been and alill is the heist 
helper of the eongre^ation. Whenever there was a dearth in the church 
ti-easury and helpless men did not. know how lo overcome it, the Aid wajs 




MRS. tSmUE niKHSTEDT, MKS, AN>"A KLriAIAKN, 
Mlia. CHSISTINiS FALCKE 



MHS. MINME HKEBSEL, 



ready to bridg'e the gap and thus avoid disaster. Wc may say, without exai;:- 
^■eration, that if it had not been for the Aid this church had lon^r sinWi 
ceased to exiat. Many a thcnustind dollars the ifood ladiea have turned over 
to the church treasury. They eat dovm and worked hard with needle antl 
thread to raifie the necessary money. Their unselfish sei'vice shall never 
be forgotten. The present offit-'ers here pictured are: Mrs. Minnie Heeftsel, 
president; Mrs. Christine Falcke, vice president; Mra. Anna Elftmann, 
treasurer and Mrs. Emilic Bierstedt, secretary. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY 

This society was organi?.ecl June 22, 1.8&0 with an enrollment of twen- 
ty members llenrv Deterin^ >vas elected president; Charles Det^nnj?, vice 
president: E. Huist;bus, secretary; Mamie HuisebLis. treiusiirer ; Clara 
LJetering, librarian. 

Three of these officers, Henry Dstering, Charles Dstertng and Clara 
Detering Eastman are atill active members of thiij worthy society. 

Officers of S- S. Sm-iety at the present timy are: Arthur W^iltersdort', 
prc-^ident Rev. Birkner, vice president; Freda Galehouse. secretary; Ednu 
Boorty. treasurer; Harold Strey, librarian; Margaret BoorU, al- 
ternate librarian. It now cynsists of twenty-four trtembers. truly deserv- 
ing more interest and cooperation from all parcntfi and members of the con- 
greiration. Howevcjr, while this society is small in rnemberi^hip, it is one 
of the most prominent organizations of the church, financui^^ a Sunday 
School of ninety scholars ranging from Cradle Roll to Bible class with esght 
faithful and loyal inatructoi'S. 

The Society fumishes all Sunday School papers, books, quarterh-ef^, 
primary supplies and presents the scholars with the Crof^s and Crown 
rewards- 

It also provides entertainment, such aft an annual outing and Christ- 
maa and Eafiter grifts and programs, tho latter under the supervision of 
Miss Monica Birkner with the teachers as assistants. 
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ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL CHUKCH 



The Society also finances the Cradle and Primary Department which 
is under the mast efficient direction of Mrs. Marfe^aret Pontow with Miss 
Charlotte Birkner aa an able a.&i5ii?tant- Thia Department was org-aniKed 
March 3, 1?25 with a Cradle Roll enrollment of nineteen memlX'Ts, at the 
present time consisting of forty-eig'ht members. 

A record of each child is held and on each birthday a card is scnt- 
When the child reaches the ag'e cf four years, it is pres^^nted with a Certi- 
ficate of Promotion and promoted to the Primary Clasi^. This class now 
consists of tbifty-two scholars and is instructed in such a manner as to 
frive the child the rij^ht impression of the Bible stories and lessons, such as 
using a brightly coloi^ed and illiiEtratcd chart, also the modern sand^table^ 
thus pi'eparinjf them for the more a.dvanced dafises of the Sunday Schooh 

''Suffer the little childf^n, and forbid them not to come unto mc» foi- 
to such beloiij^eth the kingdom of heaven," Matthew 19, 14. 

"Whoso shall receive one such little child in my name> reeeiveth me/' 
Matthew, IS, 9. 
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THE BENEFICIARY SOdlETY 

(Slerbekassen Verein) 




MKS. LENA 9TKEY. MKS MAftfiARKTH FONTOW, MliS. IICLDA KIEKTOF. MKB. ANSA HBRCEL. 

This society was organized January 29, 182^ with thirty members, 
for the purpose to ijivc aid in case of a death of one of its members. It ha^ 
now a membership of thirty-three and pays out the sum of 350,00 in casG 
of death to the relatives or beneficiaries of the departed sister. The pres- 
ent officers are: Mrs, Lena Strey, president: Mrs. Anna hierbel vice- 
president; Mrs. Mari5'ar«:;th Pontow, secretary; Mrs. Hulda Kientop, treas- 
urer, The society has a reserve fund of about $300.00. 
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THE CHOIR 

Our congvegation has had a Choir since the early days. Though tho 

older choir members have from time to time dropped fjut, their places have 
been filled by the youn^^er people- 
Mr. Fred Haniieman was the fh-st director atid leader. He was faith- 
ful in this work until the time of his death. Two members that sang un^ 
der him are with the choir at the present time. Mr. E, F. Weber took 
charge after Mr. Hanneman's death and Wiis leader for some tinie^ hut af- 
ter that it was under the leadership of the various ministers^ Kev, Koehler 
being the first minister to take over the choir. 




CHARLOTTR QfRKNER, WM. ELl'TMAMN. AHIJNK PilM'OW. KOTTI'KIKD 

iflKKNElt. JULIUS STItEV. ^41!:S. ANNA BlliKNKit. 

MH3. LBMA CASK. MAIIIK SAl'Hfa, nilNNIb! atHULI'/., IIEMCN OftTll, 

When Rev. RUiufiuss wafi serving the congregation he managed to find 
about a dozen men in the cong'regation who were willing to devote their 
time and startetl a male rhoiv in. addition to the mixed choir. It seemed to 
he a hard matter to find a leader, fto when Rev. Birkner, our present pastos- 
took charge of the ministry here, he found the plate waiting for him, but 
was successful in finding- someone to go on with the work. This was Mrti. 
Lena Cawe, our present leader. She has devoted much of her time to this 
cause, and her efforts are appreciated by the congreg'ation. Last fall Mrs, 
Case accepted an invitation from the May Studio at Shenandoah to broad- 
cast a program which met with pleaising results. We trust that ahe may 
not tire in this cause and that she will continue as leader Tor some time to 
come. 



The choir at present conaiats of ten members. 
IK pianist and Miss Charlotte Eirkner is organist. 



Miss Airline Pontow 
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ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL GUILD 

At a metjtiny hekl dt St. John's Evangelical church on April o, lOltS, 
the German Sewing Cii-ele wa^^ oiTraiiizeti with iwenty^six members. Char- 
lotte Birkner was elected presirlent: Fredii Galehauae, \dce-pr€aitlent ; Julia 
Pontow, secretary; Olga Russell, treasurer. 

Our first meeting was held at the parsonage on April 12, ISie. It \va.^ 
decided tliat we meet every two week;*, at the home of one of the member?, 
and eiich member to be assessed five cents a meeting. The object of this 
eh'cle as the name implictj, was to sew and make useful articles and fanc^-^ 
work,' etc., to be sold at a bazaar which would be held at the end of the 
j-ear, near Christmas time. 

Oni* first supper and bazaar waft held uptowTi at the Potter Post hall 
on November 25, 1916. That this iurat venture in thia line was a success 
will speak for itself, for we cleared the neat sum of 5228-85. Otir baaa^^rs 
have been an annual event ever since and were always a success. 

In January, 1917. we were glad to donate S200.00 to the congregation, 
toward paving for the pavinfr adjoininir the church prniijerty, In Febru- 
ary the Circle had the telephone installed in the parsonage, which wti£ 
thought a net^essitv and convenience for both mitiister and members of 
the congreeration. 'The phone bills are paid by the Guild and Ladies Aid. 
This same vear during the World War our society also did itft bit by going 
to the Red Croi^s rooms to help sew for the soldier boys. In April, wo 
changed the name of the society from Germiin Sewing Circle to h-vangeU- 
cal Guild, 

The Guild presented the church with a now piano in December, 191B 
as a Christmas present. 

A eommittee w^as appointed in January 1020 to get permission from 
the Deacons of the church to build an addition to the school _ ho use^ to be us- 
ed as a kitchen and fix it up so that we could hold ^^J^^^^^:^^: 
mi",slon waR granted, and we undertook the responsibility of the budding 
and the expense thereof. On April 21. 1920, we held our first meeting 
there and are havinjf them there up to the present time. At this time the 
dues were raised to ten cents a member at each meeting and this amount 
is now being paid. 

W^th the aid of the Sunday School Society and the Ladies Aid we have 
equipped the building with electric lights, tables and ^h^ivs. dishes and 
cookmg utensils, tw.) sewing machines, stove, cupboards, etc. which make ^^ 
?t more convenient for ail. The Guild al.o pays the month y l/^ht bills or 
the church and school house combined, and always helps financially with 
any debt to which they are asked to contribute. 

4t present we have twenty^seven members and thirteen of these are 
charter members. V¥e have lost several members by their removal from 
the citv. but up to the present date we have not lost a member by deatn. 
LookinK back over the twelve years of labor, we can truly say that we have 
been prosperous, and we i'eel that our efforts have not been in vain, foi' 
which we should be thankful 

With a sum of about $1500.00 in the treasury, and the promise of a 
new Parish Hall in the near future, we hope that our St, John s Evangeli- 
cal Guild, with God's help, will prosper more and moi-e as the years go by. 




D'. iBBin mrMamta^cd.!. «i-iii> 
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Membership Roll 

*Loui(ie Aldersoii. Atma Eirkner. Anna Birkner, Louise EirkTier, *Char- 
lotte Birknei'. 3.1onica Rirkner, Anna Boorts, Elsie Bol!, *Ida CollijngH, 
*Ju]iii Cijnde. Clara EaStnian. *Frec!a Galehouse, *Evti Hartley, 
Edna Hixinbaugh. *01ga Heesael, Vera Hipcs, Mary -Jandi'ey, 
■^Emilj- Ohlftphlai^jer. *lda Oshel, *Julia Fcmto^v, 'Mar- 
garet Pontow, "Ol^a Russell, ^Frances Struncc, Ma- 
ry SchultE. Helene Vogel Minnie Weleher, 
Minnie Zahk 
The names marked with a star are. chfirter members. 



* * * + 



JUNJOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League of St- John's Evani^clital Church waa orifaniKtHl 
on September 20, 1922 for the pui'pose of advaiicing its young people in 
Christian life and faith and to instruct them in thurch work, missionary 
enterprises and religious movements. 

The first president was Miss Anna Strey and the patronesses were 
Miss Moriica Eirkner and Mrs, Lena Case. The present membership is 
thirty-foi5r. Meeting's arc held each Wednesnilay evenin^r in the churel: 
and are of a devotional, business and swial nature. 

Each year a delegate is sent to the Central Iowa P'ederation Conven- 
tion. 

The present officers are: President, Miss Olga Collinifs; Viee-Prets- 
ident, Wm. Schult?-; Secretary, Miss Maxine Vetteritk; Financial Se^^rr- 
tary, Miss Darlene Finch; Treasurer, Miss Arlinc Ponlow and the patrf>- 
nesseij are Mrs. Lena Case and Miss Arline Pontow. 




1>AEI^NE FI»fCH, ARUN^ POKTOW. JHJftS. LENA CASE, MAJlISIK VETTKIMCir. OLQA COLLIN GU. 
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ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL BROTHERHOOD 

On ^LUKlav evellill<^ ihirt^h 7, 19'^6, eleven youn^ men met after the 
..rvic^^ t ij^n th. olS^rization of the present Brotherhood The ..ece.. 
of whioh is eatiilv .^tn^n, as there are now H7 names on the roll ailL 

The principle obfeia for orK^nizii,}.^ thiR Brotherhood ^a^U, hav<^ aomo 
bodv to tike c-are of a Ncu' Church BaikUns,^ Fund a fund that .s to bt. QBe.l 
for "the oji]^- purposen the erection of a new chureh building. 

Along" with this the Brotherhood strives to create a more brotherly 
feeling among our church members, to help out when help is needed, and to 
get and keep our men interested in then- church. 

The pre.'.ent officers a^'e: Frank Boortz, president; John t.lftmann, 
vice-president: H. J. Birkner, secreUry; Paul VV alter.dorf , treasun.^ 
Directors ;ire: E. A, Pontow. H. A. Vettenck, Wm. Elttmann, F, L. Pon- 
towt Geo. Herbel, TJ. Eastman. 



CONCLUSION 

We trust thci(. this little volume, setting forth in its own simple man- 
ner K^vme of the moat noteworthy events in the history of St. Johns Evan- 
gelical Churdi, may help to bring to mmd the humble l>eginni„ga as well 
as the growth of the eong:refration. If we have prospertui as a congrega- 
tion it is onlv bet^auae the God of our Fathers, whom we worship, has grac- 
iously be.,tr»we<i His bountiful blea^^ini^s upon the efforts of the congrega- 
tion throughout the yeara. To Him alone be the glory. 

May this lx»oktcl t^ontinuo to reminti ua of the one true source of all 
nrom-e^^ and ..Liece^s in the day^ to come. May from this church flow 
forth blessing to all who worship within its walls, and may the Gospel oi 
Jesus Christ ever be held aloft ht all its endeavors, 

"And now may the grace of our Lord Jeaus Christ, 

And the love of God, the Father, 

And the fellowship of tfse Holy Spiril, 

Be and abide with us all, now and forever more." 
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